EVELYN'S  PLAGE IN  HISTORY
and beneficence; and it may be remarked that the
worst I have said of him is that he knew more than
he always communicated. It is no unwelcome
satire to say that a man's intelligence and philosophy
is inexhaustible. I mean not to write his Life , . .
but I must observe that his life which was extended
to eighty-six years was a course of enquiry, study,
curiosity, instruction and benevolence.
The work of the Creator and the minute labours
of his creatures were all objects of his pursuit. He
unfolded the perfection of the one and assisted the
imperfection of the other. He adored from ex-
amination; was a courtier that flattered only by
informing his prince and by pointing out what was
worthy for him to countenance; and really was the
neighbour of the Gospel for there was no man that
might not have been the better for him. Whoever
peruses a list of his works will subscribe to my
assertion."
This eloquent summary of Evelyn's qualities is
interesting, not only as a proof of Walpole's ad-
miration for him, but as showing that Evelyn's
reputation did not die with him; it was not only on
his contemporaries that he impressed his cultivated
personality, but the succeeding generation had him
still in mind. A further illustration can be found in
the long article on Evelyn in Dr. John Campbell's
Biographia Britannica published in 1750. He is
referred to as "a great Philosopher, a worthy
Patriot, a learned writer," and as a great master of
"stile." Further the article says;
"Mr. Evelyn, was not of that sort of men who are
glad of a plausible excuse of retiring from Labour*
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